54                      THE   SECRET   HISTORY   OF

of cent per cent.   These collectors committed in-
finite vexations on the subject, to obtain a surplus,
with which it was necessary to come before  the
King when they delivered in their accounts; other-
wise, he could neither find wisdom  in  their pro-
ceedings  nor  talents  in   themselves.     The   King
leaves the collectors their salaries till they can be
provided for, and this is humane;   for the change
will affect not less than twelve hundred families.
But  how  will   they   find   a   substitute   for   this
revenue ?    A capitation tax is spoken  of, and  is
certainly under deliberation.    The subjects are to
be  comprised  in  twelve  classes:   the  rich   mer-
chants are to pay twenty-four crowns ;   the rich
inhabitants, twelve crowns; two crowns for obscure
citizens;   and the peasants  something  less   than
two  shillings.    What  a  manner of  beginning a
reign it is, to tax persons before   property 1    In
the  collection of this  odious   tax,  which   sets   a
price on the right of existence, the tobacco  ex-
cisemen are to be employed.   The capitation, how-
ever, is somewhat softened by being paid  by the
family and not by the head.    But the  proselytes
to,   and  even   the   apostles   of,   this   project   do